Journal to Stella

LITTEH zrr

eleven, and had a good cool walk; for we have had no
extream hot weather this fortnight, but a great deal of
rain at times, and a body can live and breathe. I hope it
will hold so. We had peaches to-day.

22, I went late to-day to town, and dined with my
friend Lewis. I saw Will. Congreve attending at the
treasury, by order, with his brethren, the commissioners
of the wine licences. I had often mentioned him with
kindness to lord treasurer; and Congreve told me, that
after they had answered to what they were sent for, my
lord called him privately, and spoke to him with great
kindness, promising his protection, &c. The poor man
said, he had been used so ill of late years, that he was quite
astonished at my lord's goodness, &c. and desired me to
tell my lord so; which I did this evening, and recom-
mended him heartily. My lord assured me he esteemed
him very much, and would be always kind to him; that
what he said was to make Congreve easy, because he knew
people talked as if his lordship designed to turn every
body out, and particularly Congreve; which indeed was
true, for the poor man told me he apprehended it. As I
left my lord treasurer, I called on Congreve (knowing
where he dined) and told him what had passed between
my lord and me : so I have made a worthy man easy, and
that is a good day's work.6 I am proposing to my lord to
erect a society or academy for correcting and settling our
language, that we may not perpetually be changing as we
do. He enters mightily into it, so does the dean of Carlisle ;7
and I design to write a letter to lord treasurer with the

6  Congreve was early provided for by Halifax with a place^in the Pipe
Office and another in the Customs. Later he held a commissionership of
hackney coaches, 1695-1707, and of wine licences, 1705-14. He was
afraid of losing his sinecure offices under the new government. At a later
date, in his Libel on Doctor Delany* Swift, as he thought of Congreve,
wrote bitterly of patronage bestowed in return for the adoption of party
principles (Poems, p. 481 and note).

7  Atterbury. He was not installed at Christ Church till 27 Sept {p.
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